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The University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture seeks an energetic and visionary leader to serve as
Director of the Northeast Rice Research & Extension Center (NERREC), located near Jonesboro,
Arkansas. The Director will lead a multidisciplinary team of approximately five research and extension
faculty and 30 full-time and hourly support staff.

The Director is responsible for guiding, fostering, and advancing strong, collaborative research and
Extension programs addressing applied and basic research needs relevant to Arkansas and the mid-South
rice industry. The successful candidate will provide comprehensive leadership in planning, integration,
and implementation of all research and Extension activities conducted at NERREC.

Key responsibilities include:

e Administrative and fiscal leadership for NERREC personnel, programs, and physical resources.

e Program planning, faculty development, and pursuit of extramural funding.

¢ Coordination with other university programs, professional organizations, governmental agencies,
and agricultural industry groups.

e Active engagement with industry stakeholders, including but not limited to the Arkansas Rice
Research & Promotion Board, Rice Technical Working Group, Arkansas Farm Bureau, USA
Rice, and Arkansas Rice Federation.

e Establishing research and Extension priorities related to rice production, processing, and
marketing.

e Providing overall leadership for planning and execution of the annual NE Rice Field Day.

More information about NERREC is available at:
https://aaes.uada.edu/research-locations/northeast-rice-research-and-extension-center/

This is a full-time, twelve-month, non-tenure-track appointment. Salary is commensurate with
qualifications and experience.

Qualifications

Required Qualifications

e Earned Ph.D. in Agriculture or a closely related discipline.

¢ Outstanding record of professional accomplishments that merit appointment at the rank of
Professor.

e Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively and persuasively with both scientific and
stakeholder audiences.

e Evidence of administrative leadership skills and the ability to guide a dynamic research and
Extension program.

e Demonstrated ability to collaborate and communicate with diverse clientele.

The University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture is an equal opportunity institution.


https://aaes.uada.edu/research-locations/northeast-rice-research-and-extension-center/

Preferred Qualifications

e Experience in the Land-Grant University System, including research, Extension, or both.
Experience conducting field research at research stations or Research & Extension Centers.
Demonstrated success managing fiscal, human, and infrastructure resources.
Proven ability to attract and manage extramural funding.
Experience leading or coordinating multidisciplinary research teams.
Excellence in written and oral communication.

About UADA: The University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture is a state-wide campus, with faculty
based on University campuses, at Research and Extension Centers, and in every Arkansas county. It
consists of the Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station (AES) and the Arkansas Cooperative Extension
Service (CES), and is home to more than 1400 employees. The Division was established in 1959 and is
headed by the Vice-President for Agriculture. The Division headquarters is located in Little Rock with
the rest of the University of Arkansas System Administration. As an employer, the University of
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers a vibrant work environment and a workplace culture that
promotes a healthy work-life balance.

Application Instructions
Applicants should submit:
1. Letter of interest describing relevant experience and vision for the role.
2. Curriculum vitae.
3. Names and contact information for five references who may be asked to provide letters of
reference.
4. A one-page statement addressing:
o (1) Professional goals
o (2) Key challenges facing row-crop agriculture and the mid-South rice industry
o (3) Approaches to addressing these challenges, including the applicant’s philosophy of
administrative leadership

All application materials must be uploaded to the University of Arkansas System Career

Site https://uasys.wdS.myworkdayjobs.com/UADA_External Career_Site/job/Harrisburg/Direct
or--Northeast-Rice-Research---Extension-Center R0087158

Please do not send to listed recruitment contact.

Address inquiries concerning the position to the search committee chair:

Dr. Jean-Frangois Meullenet

Senior Associate Vice President for Agriculture-Research and Director of the AAES
1371 West Altheimer Drive, Fayetteville, AR 72704

479-502-9800

jfmeull@uark.edu

Deadline
The position will remain open until a suitable candidate is identified. Screening of
applicants is expected to begin in August.
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