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We’re leading today with a piece of information that we heard in
Washington last week. NIFA is expecting to begin releasing RFAs
very soon. While we don’t have an exact date, we understand that
the RFAs will have very short turnaround times. Check out the first
action item.

In the “FINALLY” department, we're thrilled to share that our
regional multistate research project, NE2334: Genetic Bases for
Resistance and Immunity to Avian Diseases was selected as the
winner of the national 2025 Excellence in Multistate Research
Award!

We’re also pleased to share that Heather Darby, Extension
Professor at the University of Vermont, was the regional winner of
the 2025 Northeast Excellence in Agricultural Research Innovation
Award. Congratulations to our winners!

“For us to fail to prepare, is to prepare to fail.” — E. B. Gregory
(1941) in, U.S. Must Be Prepared To Do Some Blitzkrieging If
Occasion Demands, Quartermaster General Warns Automotive
Industry, Corpus Christi Times (January 8, 1941), Corpus Christi,
TX. (Newspapers.com)
|

Action items:

* NIFA is planning to begin the release of competitive RFAs soon.
We share that two NIFA RFAs opened on July 16 (Small Business
Innovation Research and Small Business Technology Transfer
Programs Phase Il and Open Data Framework). Note that the
SBIR programs have a September 23, 2025, closing date and the




Open Data Framework program has a closing date of August 6,
2025. Turnaround times on upcoming NIFA grant programs are
likely to be very short. (Here’s the link to the NIFA RFA page, we'll
give you a heads up as these go live.)

» If you joined the aglnnovation call on July 17, many thanks! [f
you didn’t or if you’d like to refresh your memory on the
conversation, we've posted the notes from the conversation. Our
next call is on August 14 at 8:00 AM.

« Save the date: The national joint meeting of aglnnovation and
Cooperative Extension/NEDA/ECOP will be held at the Sheraton
Westport Chalet Hotel in St Louis, MO on September 15-18, 2025.
We expect the room block and registration to open shortly!

« Continuing: We have several Administrative Adviser (AA) slots
open. Here are the projects seeking replacements (current AA is in
parentheses). Please contact Rick and David to share your interest
in serving.

- NE2334: Genetic Bases for Resistance and Immunity to Avian
Diseases (Robert Taylor) and the winner of the 2025 National
Multistate Research Award!

- NRSP8: Genomic Capacity: Building Applied Genomic
Capacity for Animal Industries (John Kirby)

- NECC2202: Formal Structure for the Minor Use Animal Drug
Program (Margaret Smith)

- NECC29: Corn Improvement Conference (Margaret Smith)

Reminders/Updates:

« We in the aglnnovation Northeast office are assisting the
Northeast Administrative Heads and gathering the group for a
regional zoom call later this summer. While we haven't yet
identified time/date, we look forward to reconnecting our NE deans.

» Here’s the line-up for our aglnnovation Northeast virtual
meetings which start at 8:00 AM ET: August 14, October 16,
November 20, and December 11, (regularly scheduled winter virtual
meeting). Agendas and connection details will be sent to you prior
to the meeting.

« Second time: You might have received notice to take action on
“Gain of function research reporting” per the Executive Order
14292. The notice is also posted on the NIFA website. As the EO
and the NIFA notice indicates, gain of function research “means
scientific research on a biological agent or toxin with the potential to




cause disease by enhancing pathogenicity or increasing
transmissibility.” If you believe that you have a project that should
be reported but wish to discuss, please contact Rick.

Informational items:

¢ The Commission on Food, Environment, and Renewable
Resources (CFERR) is hosting a webinar tomorrow, 5:00 — 6:30
PM ET, titled Positioned for Impact: Aligning_Institutional Strengths
to Advance Food, Nutrition, and Human Health. Click the title link
to register. The moderator is Mun Y. Choi, President-University of
Missouri, and panelists include Dominique Carter, Principal, Lewis-
Burke Associates; Marion Underwood, Provost and Executive Vice
President, Colorado State University; Dennis Becker, Dean and
Professor of Natural Resource Policy, University of Idaho; and
Mario Ferruzzi, Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,
Virginia Tech.

« aglnnovation will be hosting Lewis-Burke Associates on August
19 from 2:00-3:30 PM ET to continue the discussion on on-going
legislation and funding to the Land-grant university system. We’'ll
forward connection details by email.

« Second time: The Regional Directors have asked about the
branding of your experiment station. Are any of you considering
rebranding your station and using a permutation of “aglnnovation”
in your initiative? If so, please share that initiative with David and
Rick.

» Last time: Damona Doye and Alton Thompson are drafting a
session, Prioritizing Al Strategies and Roadmapping Al
Implementation, for the 2025 Joint aginnovation/CES-NEDA
Meeting (September 15-18, 2025, St. Louis, MO). To prepare for
the St. Louis session, Damona and Alton are hosting a virtual
session, Preparing for What’s Next in Al for Cooperative Extension
and Agricultural Research, on July 24, 3-4:30 PM ET. Please
consider registering for the virtual session here: Extension
Foundation Virtual Al Convening.

« The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we've made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the aglnnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot. \We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources. Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
» The context. While all of the preceding “From the Archives”




have profiled the aglnnovation Northeast website, in this newsletter
we’re profiling another archival resource. We've started the
transition of the ESCOP website, the resource for all of our
aglnnovation standing committees, to an internally focused
aglnnovation resource (we’re keeping the escop.info URL for the
moment). If you are interested in knowing about aglnnovation’s
Finance Committee or the aglnnovation 501(c)(3), there’s a
resource for you.

The Parting Shot:

In the room where it happens aglnnovatlon gathers at the 2025
BAA Summer Leadership Meeting, Washington, DC (photo
courtesy David Leibovitz).
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