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While the political landscape continues to evolve, we're encouraged by
conversations that we've had with directors and by your engagement during the
recent agInnovation Northeast gathering last Wednesday.  It’s times like these
that require leaders to lead.  Good job, we admire your leadership!
 
We’re looking forward to seeing all the agInnovation Northeast directors during
our spring meeting in Maryland in March, check out the first action item.
 
Last, if anything arises in your world that you want us to know here at
agInnovation Northeast or you want the rest of the region to know, don’t
hesitate to reach out.
 
“No more turning away
From the weak and the weary
No more turning away
From the coldness inside
Just a world that we all must share
It's not enough just to stand and stare
Is it only a dream that there'll be
No more turning away?”

-David Gilmour and Anthony Moore (1987) from the Pink Floyd album “A
Momentary Lapse of Reason”, On the Turning Away, EMI Music, London, UK.

Action items:
•    The agInnovation Northeast Spring Meeting (face-to-face) will be on March 25-26, 2025, (March 24 is
a travel day) at the Central Maryland Research and Education Center in Clarksville, MD.  The agenda for
the meeting is now posted.  While the room block at the Columbia Inn at Peralynna is now closed, the
room block at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Columbia, 5485 Twin Knolls Rd, Columbia, MD 21045, is
open.  The Doubletree is located 15 minutes from CMREC by car and group rates are available at $129
per night.  To make reservations, visit the University of Maryland – agInnovation Northeast Booking Link.
 The reservation window for our block at the Doubletree is open until March 4, 2025.

•    We appreciate the complexities of the evolving landscape in which we are all operating.  Don’t hesitate
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to reach out with questions or reflections.  We’re here for you!

•    Hold the date:  We are hosting an IDI debrief for agInnovation Northeast on March 13 from 9:00-10:00
AM.  Dr. Jackie Mosley (University of Arkansas), our IDI Administrator, will be leading the conversation.
 You’ll have your IDI results prior to the debrief.

Reminders/Updates:
•    Hold the dates, June 2-4, 2025, for the Joint Summer Session (agInnovation
Northeast/NEED/CARET/Communicators) to be held at the Nassau Inn in Princeton, NJ.  The hotel room
block is now open at $189 / night.  To make reservations, visit the booking link or call (609) 921-7500 and
reference booking #29854.

•    Last time: Sara Delheimer, agInnovation’s impact statement guru, is seeking nominations for multistate
projects that are interested in an impact statement workshop.  If you are an Administrative Adviser of a
project that is ready for a workshop, please contact David and Rick.

•    Many thanks to Wendie Cohick, John Kirby, and the Office of the Provost (Matt Bodah, Vice Provost
and Barbara Wolfe, Provost).  The Cooperative Agreement between the University of Rhode Island and
agInnovation Northeast has been renewed for another term: three more years!

Informational items:    
•    Jason White, Indrajeet Chaubey, and Rick Rhodes recently met with officials at the Washington, DC-
based, Cuban Embassy last Monday to discuss a collaborative academic-research-extension Northeast-
Cuban Ag initiative.  This is a heads up that something is coming, we’ll keep you posted on this future
opportunity.

•    The APLU joined with the Association of American Universities and the American Council on Education
as plaintiffs in a lawsuit challenging the NIH's action limiting Facilities & Administrative
reimbursements (indirect cost rate) to a 15% rate for the agency's research grants.  Additionally, 22 state
attorney generals have filed a similar lawsuit.

•    Hold the date: Steve Lommel, agInnovation chair, extends an invitation to join the next agInnovation
Business Meeting, to be held virtually, on March 5, 2025, from 2:00-4:00 PM ET.

•    The forever green reminder: In past NERA newsletters, we’ve made a pitch for “station” photos for both
the NERA website and The Parting Shot.  (Today, From the Archive, features your images in the
agInnovation Northeast scrolling banner.)  We encourage you to share shots from your libraries as well as
other image sources.  Please forward pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
•    The context:  The agInnovation Northeast website sports a scrolling image banner.  Check it out.  If
you have photos that you’d like to see featured on the scrolling banner, please send those to David.

The Parting Shot:
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Unity in diversity, Unity Park, Washington, DC (photo courtesy of Rick Rhodes)
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