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We had a robust and engaging meeting in Clarksville, Maryland. Many thanks to our University of
Maryland hosts and to all that were able to join. As you’'ve heard us say: “better together”.

“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do |,” said Gandalf, “and so do all who
live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the
time that is given us.”

-J.R.R. Tolkien, (1954) in The Fellowship of the Ring. George Allen and Unwin, London, United
Kingdom.

Action items:

* The meeting_materials for the aglnnovation Northeast Spring Meeting are posted on our website. We expect
to post the minutes of the meeting by next week. The materials include the slide decks from the agriculture
technology presentation (Penn State), NRSP4 (Facilitating Registration of Pest Management Technology for
Specialty Crops and Specialty Uses), and NRSP9 (National Animal Nutrition Program). We'’ve also posted on
the meeting website a draft of the criteria for aglnnovation Northeast signing letters of support. We’re soliciting
your input on that document.

* As we discussed at the Spring meeting, we are all adapting to new leadership across the Federal
government. To that end, the regional Executive Directors are gathering examples of the impact of the loss of
programs and funding. If you have had grants cancelled or programs paused, we'd like to hear what program,
what agency, the dollar amount of the loss, and the impact of the loss. Don’t hesitate to reach out with your
reflections. We're here for you!

» Point of pride: University of Connecticut Dean and Director of the Storrs Agricultural Experiment Station,
Indrajeet Chaubey, has been named as the Provost at the University of Arkansas. aglnnovation Northeast
extends its best to one of our own!

Reminders/Updates:

* Registration and room block lodging reservations are now open for the Northeast Joint Summer Session
(aglnnovation Northeast/NEED/CARET/Communicators) to be held June 2-4, 2025, at the Nassau Inn in
Princeton, NJ. Visit our website to register and reserve hotel rooms for the summer meeting.

Informational items:

+ FFAR and NC State University are accepting applications for the 2025-2028 FFAR Fellows cohort. The
program provides 30-member cohorts of Ph.D. students with three years of professional development training
and career guidance. Applications for the Professional Development Track are due on April 15, 2025.

« The University of Tennessee AgResearch will host the inaugural Bioderived Materials and Chemicals in
Circular Bioeconomy Systems Conference at Dollywood's HeartSong Conference Center in Pigeon Forge, TN,
September 3-4, 2025. Please share this opportunity with your scientists.

* We posted the Northeast IPM Center’s Annual Report, 2024. Check it out!
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» Second time: Our colleagues at the Northeast Regional Rural Development Center are seeking your help.
They are asking for your assistance in distributing the Northeast Farm Progression Survey. The purpose of the
survey is to study the topic of farm progression planning and better understand the challenges that farmers are
facing today. The information will be used to help deliver and develop resources needed to navigate the process.
We've also posted a flyer for the survey on the aglnnovation Northeast website.

» Second time: The notes from the aglnnovation Business Meeting_held on March 5, 2025, have been posted,
check them out!

« The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a pitch for “station” photos for both the
aglnnovation Northeast website and The Parting Shot. \We encourage you to share shots from your libraries as
well as other image sources. Please forward pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:

» The context: We archive information from our meetings on the aglnnovation website under the
Workroom/Agenda and Minutes header. If you'd like to see the materials that was shared with attendees at our
last Spring meeting, check out the 2025 aglnnovation Northeast Spring_Meeting page.

The Parting Shot:

The aglnnovation Northeast Spring Meeting attendees, decked out in blue, disposable farm boots (photo from
Rick Rhodes).
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Executive Director, Dr. Richard C. Rhodes Ill: (401) 874-2468
Coordinator, David Leibovitz: (401) 874-4801

aglnnovation Northeast and its member institutions are committed to the principles of affirmative action, diversity, and inclusion.
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