
agInnovation Northeast News #250--June 22, 2026

It turns out 250 is a popular number this July.  The country is
celebrating 250 years of independence, and we're celebrating 250
issues of the agInnovation Northeast News.  We like to think both
have aged pretty well!   

Two hundred fifty issues in and our work remains as consequential
as ever.  Be sure to check out the first action item about the
Research Facilities Act and its closing deadline.  Likewise, while
change is all around us (see the second action item), the Graduate
and Post-doctoral Forum and agInnovation Business Meeting
remind us exactly why our community matters.   Read on…

“I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the past.”  -
Thomas Jefferson (1816) in a letter to John Adams.  https://
founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-10-02-0173

Action items:
•    The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Research
Facilities Act Program has been issued.  As a heads up, this grant
program has a very short turnaround time; the closing date is July
17, 2026.

•    As you all know, the USDA is reorganizing the Research,
Education, and Economics (REE) Mission Area.  Included in this
effort is the reorganization of NIFA.  Take a look at the NIFA
Reorganization Fact Sheet embedded in the previous link.  While
it’s too early to predict how these changes will impact us, we’re
closely monitoring the changes.  More to come…

•    On June 5, a preliminary injunction was issued temporarily
preventing the USDA (the defendant) from enforcing the challenged



conditions of the USDA’s new Terms and Conditions.   The long-
term outcome will depend on the court’s final decision.  Until a
permanent ruling is issued, we’d respectfully defer to the advice of
your legal counsel.

•    Second time:  We’re interested to hear from you about your
capacity funds allocations.  Are you receiving an allocation that was
similar to last year (recognizing that the allocations are being made
on a quarterly basis)?  If you’re experiencing something different,
we’d like to hear about it.  Please contact David and Rick.

Reminders/Updates:
•    The minutes from the agInnovation Northeast business meeting
are now posted on our website.  Look this over, we had a rich and
robust conversation.

•    Many thanks to all for supporting the first agInnovation
Northeast Graduate and Post-doctoral Forum.  Check out the
proceedings from the meeting, the abstracts provide excellent
insight into the breadth of work that is being undertaken at our
Northeast stations.

•    Continuing to request information:  We’ve heard from one of our
station directors that a NIFA national program director reached out
to the PD of a Hatch Project and shared that while the project had
been approved under a different administration, the project was not
aligned with current administration priorities and national interests
(e.g., Executive Order…).  As such, the NPL requested that the PD
review and revise the project.  We’re interested to know if you’ve
received similar notices.  If so, would you please share the project
title, PD, and the reason for the change to Rick and David.

•    Save the dates:

agInnovation Annual Meeting, Grand Junction, CO, September
21-25, 2026 (hosted by Colorado State University)

•    agInnovation Northeast virtual meeting dates (2026, all begin at
8:00 AM)

July 16, August 20, October 15, November 19, December 17
(agInnovation Northeast Winter Meeting)

Informational items:  
•    The University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture is seeking
an Assistant/ Associate/ Full-Professor: position title - Animal Waste
Management and Farm Animal Environmental Housing Control



Specialist (https://apply.interfolio.com/185899).  Applicant screening
begins September 1, 2026, and will continue until the position is
filled.

•    We’ve added a landing page for Cohort 1 from the first Graduate
and Post-doctoral Forum.  There you’ll find roster of presenters, an
event program, and a photo gallery.

•    Second time:  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is
proposing a revision to the Regulation for Federal Financial
Assistance and is seeking public comments on the changes. 
Lewis- Burke has shared a synopsis of the changes.  We plan to
provide comments to OMB on behalf of the region and seek your
input to assist us in framing those reflections.  If you have thoughts
or concerns about the OMB changes, please forward those to
David and Rick.

•    Registration is open for the 2026 BAA Summer Leadership
Meeting on July 13-15 in Portland, OR.

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the agInnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources.  Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
•    We have a dedicated page on the agInnovation Northeast
website for the “Regional Voice”.  If you have multistate stories and
your communicators are seeking a place to post them, look no
further.  This is the place!

The Parting Shot:



“250 means more cowbell!” (photo by Rick Rhodes).
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