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We’re thrilled about the gathering of agInnovation Northeast directors next week
in Maryland!  As you’ve all heard us say: “better together”.
 
While the times are uncertain, change is in the air.  This will require us all to be
flexible and nimble!  Don’t hesitate to reach out to share changes that “we” all
would benefit hearing.
 
For you March Madness maniacs, there are twenty Land-grant universities
competing in both the men’s (two agInnovation Northeast members) and women’s
basketball tournaments (four agInnovation Northeast members).  Best wishes to
all!
 
"Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their
minds cannot change anything."
- George Bernard Shaw (1944) in Everybody’s Political What’s What.  Constable
and Co., London, Great Britian.

Action items:
•    The agInnovation Northeast Spring Meeting (face-to-face) will be on March 25-26, 2025 at the Central
Maryland Research and Education Center in Clarksville, MD.  The agenda for the meeting is now posted.  As
a reminder, would you please forward your workload planning documents or share a URL to your workload
planning website?  We’re interested in everything from the “how do you do it” to “what are the measures of
success.”

•    As we adapt to new leadership across the Federal government, the regional Executive Directors are
gathering examples of the impact of the loss of programs and funding.  If you have had grants cancelled or
programs paused, we’d like to hear what program, what agency, the dollar amount of the loss, and the impact
of the loss.  Don’t hesitate to reach out with your reflections.  We’re here for you!

•    Point of pride: The agInnovation Northeast directors led the country in intercultural competence, as
assessed by the Intercultural Development Inventory!  For those of you who would still like to do the
assessment, your link remains active.  If you’ve misplaced your link, please contact David.

Reminders/Updates:
•    Hold the dates, June 2-4, 2025, for the Joint Summer Session (agInnovation
Northeast/NEED/CARET/Communicators) to be held at the Nassau Inn in Princeton, NJ.  The hotel room
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block is now open at $189 / night.  To make reservations, visit the booking link or call (609) 921-7500 and
reference booking #29854.

Informational items:    
•    Our colleagues at the Northeast Regional Rural Development Center are seeking your help.  They are
asking for your assistance in distributing the Northeast Farm Progression Survey.  The purpose of the survey
is to study the topic of farm progression planning and better understand the challenges that farmers are
facing today.  The information will be used to help deliver and develop resources needed to navigate the
process.  We’ve also posted a flyer for the survey on the agInnovation Northeast website.

•    The notes from the agInnovation Business Meeting held on March 5, 2025, have been posted, check
them out!

•    The Washington State University College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences
(CAHNRS) is searching for a Meat Scientist (Beef) with the rank of Assistant Professor.  Screening of
applications will begin March 22, 2025.

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a pitch for “station” photos for both the
agInnovation Northeast website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots from your libraries
as well as other image sources.  Please forward pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
•    The context:  The agInnovation Northeast website features a pull-down menu for the Northeast Regional
Voice.  The creation of the regional voice was a direct outcome of the implementation of the Northeast
Agenda.  Stacey Stearns (University of Connecticut) is leading the regional voice effort.  If you have ideas for
stories, please contact Stacey.

The Parting Shot:
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Simpler times, The Milkmaid by Johannes Vermeer (1660) hanging in the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam (photo
from Rick Rhodes).
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