
agInnovation Northeast News #220--April 28, 2025

Spring has sprung here in New England.  That means new things
are popping up and change is in the air.  Along those lines, please
check out the action items!

"Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some
other time. We are the ones we've been waiting for.  We are the
change that we seek." – Barack Obama (2008) speech on February
5, 2008 in Chicago, IL published in the New York Times.

Action items:
 

•    Now is a good time to register for the Joint Summer Session
(agInnovation Northeast /NEED/CARET/Communicators) to be held
in Princeton, NJ, on June 2-4, 2025.  The hotel room block is now
open at $189 / night.  To make reservations, visit the booking link or
call (609) 921-7500 and reference booking #29854.  Information
about the meeting including registration and agenda is posted on
the agInnovation Northeast website.

•    We recently heard that core grant funding to all the Regional
Rural Development Centers was “paused” while the core grants
were reviewed.  As we discussed at the Spring meeting, the
regional Executive Directors are gathering examples of the impact
of the loss of programs, funding, and resources (e.g., databases).
 If you have had grants cancelled, programs paused, or lost access
to databases, we’d like to hear what program, what agency, the
dollar amount of the loss, and/or the impact of the loss.  Don’t
hesitate to reach out with your reflections.  We’re here for you!

•    As we work in uncertain and changing times, agInnovation’s
Northeast Executive Committee has scheduled additional virtual
meetings to ensure that that we have opportunities for clear and
open communications and deliberations.  Here’s a list of upcoming
agInnovation Northeast virtual and face-to-face meetings: May 15,
virtual; June 2-4, face-to-face (Joint Summer Meeting, Princeton,
NJ); July 17, virtual; August 14, virtual; September 15-18, face-to-
face (Joint agInnovation/ECOP/NEDA Meeting, Milwaukee, WI);
October 16, virtual; November 20, virtual; and December 11, virtual
(regularly scheduled winter virtual meeting).  Virtual meetings will
run from 8-9 AM.  Agendas and connection details will be sent to
you prior to the meeting.
Reminders/Updates:

•    The minutes from the agInnovation Northeast spring meeting
held March 25-26, 2025, are now posted.  Check those out.

•    NEED and agInnovation Northeast forwarded a letter co-drafted
by Ali Dunigan and Rick to the Secretary of Agriculture, Brooke
Rollins.  We’ve posted the letter on our website and invite you to
read it.  In short, it shares that the Northeast agricultural experiment
stations and Cooperative Extension Services constitute powerful
centers of innovation, a key element in the Secretary’s vision of
contemporary agriculture.  Let’s see what happens!

•    We’ve added new stories to the “Regional Voice” page on the
agInnovation Northeast website.  Check those out!

•    We’ve posted to the agInnovation Northeast website,
the comments that the association forwarded to the National
Research Support Project (NRSP) Review Committee on the four
NRSPs that are either renewing or up for initial approval.  These
included: NRSP4 Facilitating Registration of Pest Management
Technology for Specialty Crops and Specialty Uses,
NRSP9 National Animal Nutrition Program,
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NRSP_TEMP_12 Building Collaborative Research and Extension
Networks to Advance the Research and Application of Science with
Urban Communities, and NRSP_Temp13 Artificial Intelligence for
Agricultural Autonomy.

•    Second time: Each year a few of our multistate research
projects terminate and do not renew.  One of the projects that is not
renewing is NE2045 Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems:
Assessing the Impact of Soil Variability and Climate Change.  We
appreciate the contributions of the technical team!  For business
managers, this is a heads up on the closure of the project.
Informational items:    

•    The Henry P. Kendall Foundation offers New England Food
Vision Prize awards that range from $25,000 up to $100,000, for
projects that aim to increase the amount of local and regional food
prepared and served on New England college and university
campuses and within K-12 public school districts, helping to
strengthen the region’s food system.

•    The Multistate Research Fund Impacts toolkit for May 2025 is
now posted at: https://www.mrfimpacts.org/may-2025.  Please
\share this toolkit and use the materials and the sample posts.

•    The Communications and Marketing Committee (BAA CMC) has
shared their May toolkit, and it’s titled: Investing in Today’s Students
Fortifies Tomorrow’s Workforce and Economic Competitiveness.
 Check it out and use the materials!

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the agInnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources.  Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.
From the Archive:

•    The context:  We archive key correspondence of the association
on our website under the Workroom drop down menu.  Take a look
at the agInnovation Northeast Key Correspondence Archive.  There
you’ll find a copy of the letter that we refer to in this week’s “Action
Items”.

The Parting Shot:

The pros from the roundtable discussion: “How do you fulfill your
Multistate and Integrated Requirements”.  (National Extension and
Research Administrative Officers Conference, Reno, NV, March 31-
April 3; L to R: Jessie Fuentes, Colorado State; Susan Blesh, Penn

State; Cel Carmichael, Cornell; Rick Rhodes, agInnovation
Northeast; photo courtesy of Rick Rhodes).
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