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Many thanks to all of our colleagues that joined the Joint Summer
Session last week.  We’ve posted the notes from the business
meeting and presentations from the plenary sessions.  Follow the
links below to check those out. 

We continue to gather your input on the “state of your state”.  As we
note in the Continuing Action Item, we’ve created a portal for you to
submit comments and reflections. 

The Joint Summer Session has always been our unofficial
beginning of summer.  To you all: enjoy!

“It's clear that agriculture, done right, is the best means the world
has today to simultaneously tackle food security, poverty and
environmental degradation. – Irene Rosenfeld (2012) at the World
Economic Forum “New Vision for Agriculture”, PR Newswire,
January 27, 2012.

Action items:
•    An important takeaway from the Joint Summer Session
occurred immediately prior to the meeting adjournment.  On June 4,
the House Appropriations Committee released the Fiscal Year 2026
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Bill.  Appropriations Chair Tom Cole noted in his
Key Takeaways that “…level funding for competitive research and
capacity programs that support our nation’s land-grant
universities…”  While there’s still work to do, support for you and
agInnovation is moving in the right direction.

•    We’ve posted the notes from the agInnovation Northeast



business meeting on June 4.  Check those out.  Likewise, the
documents and presentations from the plenary sessions are posted
on the 2025 Northeast Joint Summer Session page on the
agInnovation Northeast website.

•    During the agInnovation Northeast business meeting, the
directors voted to approve the FY2026 budget.  In the upcoming
weeks we’ll be sending out via email, assessment invoices.  Many
thanks for your continuing support, we work for you!

•    Our next agInnovation Northeast virtual meeting will be on July
17 at 8:00 AM.  We’ll send out connection details and an agenda a
week prior to the meeting.

•    Continuing: If you have had grants cancelled, programs paused,
or lost access to databases, we’d like to hear what program, what
agency, the dollar amount of the loss, and/or the impact of the loss.
 We’ve posted to our website, a summary that the North Central
Region drafted in response to recent Executive Orders and
Administrative Actions.  Don’t hesitate to reach out with your
reflections.  We’re here for you!  We’ve also created a portal for you
to enter your anonymous reflections on our agInnovation Northeast
Comment Submission Form.

Reminders/Updates:
•    Here’s the line-up for our agInnovation Northeast virtual
meetings which start at 8:00 AM: July 17, August 14, October 16,
November 20, and December 11, (regularly scheduled winter virtual
meeting).  Agendas and connection details will be sent to you prior
to the meeting.

•    The BAA Summer Leadership Meeting and New Administrators
Orientation will be held July 14-16 in Washington, DC at the Royal
Sonesta Hotel.  agInnovation will hold an in-person business
meeting during this event on July 15 at 8:00 am.  Visit the meeting
website for more information about registration and lodging.

Informational items:  
•    Sara Delheimer has shared the MRF Impacts toolkit for June
2025.  Check out: https://www.mrfimpacts.org/june-2025.  Please
share this toolkit and use the materials and the sample posts!

•   agInnovation Chair Steve Lommel penned a commentary article
which was published by Farm Progress on June 6.  Click here to
read the article, titled "Will China control the global food supply?" 
The article will also appear in print in July 2025.



•    The Communications and Marketing Committee will be
launching a written interview series as a “Spotlight” on AgIsAmerica
on June 10th.   The purpose is to establish, build, and strengthen
engagement with influential non-governmental organizations by
showcasing Presidents/CEOs.   Stay tuned!

•    The National Academies is hosting a two-day virtual meeting,
Fulfilling the Public Mission of the Land Grant System: Building
Platforms for Collaboration and Impact.  The workshop will explore
the structures and platforms necessary to support sustainable
collaboration with partners inside and outside the Land-Grant
system.

•    The Economic Research Service recently posted a report titled
“Agricultural and Food Research and Development Expenditures in
the United States.”  The interesting finding in the report?  Private ag
industries R&D funding now exceeds public investment in ag R&D.
 The updating on investment by foreign countries in ag R&D is
currently paused.  We have also posted a paper by Phil Pardey on
“Revitalizing the Slow Magic of US Agri-Food Research,” a paper
published in 2023.

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the agInnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources.  Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
•    The context:  As we noted earlier in this newsletter, the directors
approved for the agInnovation Northeast FY2026 budget.  Did you
know that we have a page on our website that is dedicated to the
agInnovation Northeast Assessments and Budget?

The Parting Shot:



“The room where it happens.” (2025 Northeast Joint Summer
Session photo: Rick Rhodes).
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