
agInnovation Northeast News #219--April 14, 2025

As events unfold across the region, we’d ask that you share what
might be happening at your institution.  Clearly, we have much to
learn from each other.  Thank you for extending opportunities to
learn!
 
“Let us pick up our books and our pens.  They are our most
powerful weapons.  One teacher, one book, one pen, can
change the world.”
— Malala Yousafzai, addressing the United Nations Youth
Assembly in New York on July 12, 2013 (United Nations News,
Global Perspectives-Human Stories.)

Action items:
 

•    Breaking news:  The Department of Energy announced on April
11 that “…the Department will no longer use the negotiated indirect
cost rate for grants awarded to IHEs [institutions of higher
education].  Instead, it is setting a standardized 15 percent indirect
cost rate for all grant awards to IHEs.”  Today, the Association for
American Universities (AAU), Association of Public and Land-grant
Universities (APLU), and American Council on Education (ACE)
issued a joint complaint and legal filing contesting cuts to the
indirect cost rate, available here.  This is an unfolding issue, and
we’ll keep you posted as new details emerge.     

•    The minutes from the agInnovation Northeast spring
meeting are now posted.  Check those out.

•    During the spring meeting we had the opportunity to hear from
leader of the technical teams for four National Research Support
Projects (NRSP).  As a reminder, two projects are renewing
(NRSP4 Facilitating Registration of Pest Management Technology
for Specialty Crops and Specialty Uses and NRSP9 National
Animal Nutrition Program) and there are two new projects
(NRSP_TEMP_12 Building Collaborative Research and Extension
Networks to Advance the Research and Application of Science with
Urban Communities and NRSP_Temp13 Artificial Intelligence for
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Agricultural Autonomy).  As a region, we have been tasked by the
NRSP Review Committee to share feedback on the proposals.
 We’ve drafted a response to the Review Committee and invite you
to provide your thoughts on the input from the region.  We seek
your comments by April 21.

•    NEED and agInnovation Northeast intend to forward a letter co-
drafted by Ali Dunigan and Rick to the Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke Rollins.  We’ve posted the letter on our website and invite
you to read it.  In short, it shares that the Northeast agricultural
experiment stations and Cooperative Extension Services constitute
powerful centers of innovation, a key element in the Secretary’s
vision of contemporary agriculture.

•    Continuing:  As we discussed at the Spring meeting, we are all
adapting to new leadership across the Federal government.  To that
end, the regional Executive Directors are gathering examples of the
impact of the loss of programs, funding, and resources (e.g.,
databases).  If you have had grants cancelled, programs paused, or
lost access to databases, we’d like to hear what program, what
agency, the dollar amount of the loss, and/or the impact of the loss.
 Don’t hesitate to reach out with your reflections.  We’re here for
you!

•    Each year a few of our multistate research projects terminate
and do not renew.  One of the projects that is not renewing is
NE2045 Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems: Assessing the
Impact of Soil Variability and Climate Change.  We appreciate the
contributions of the technical team!  For business managers, this is
a heads up on the closure of the project.
Reminders/Updates:

•    Hold the dates, June 2-4, 2025, for the Joint Summer Session
(agInnovation Northeast/NEED/CARET/Communicators) to be held
at the Nassau Inn in Princeton, NJ.  The hotel room block is now
open at $189 / night.  To make reservations, visit the booking link or
call (609) 921-7500 and reference booking #29854.  The agenda
for the meeting is posted and meeting registration is now open.
Informational items:    

•    The University of Massachusetts Amherst is searching for a
Director of Clean Energy Extension (CEE).  CEE was established in
2015 and resides in the UMass Amherst  Center for Agriculture,
Food and the Environment (CAFE) with an academic affiliation in
the Department of Environmental Conservation.  CEE is funded
through the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources,
CAFE and the College of Natural Sciences.  Here’s the link to
the full position description and details about applying.

•    For those that missed the agInnovation Northeast Intercultural
Development Inventory (IDI) debrief, we invite you to join a national
IDI debrief hosted by the Association of 1890 Research Directors

https://www.aginnovation-northeast.org/_files/ugd/895599_c382fa9a7b1148bb8887799d89f933b0.pdf
mailto:rcrhodes@Uri.edu, david_leibovitz@uri.edu?subject=Input%20on%20NRSPs
mailto:rcrhodes@Uri.edu, david_leibovitz@uri.edu?subject=Input%20on%20NRSPs
https://www.aginnovation-northeast.org/_files/ugd/895599_a47ae1aacfd04cb39f6e8f622832dc18.pdf
mailto:david_leibovitz@uri.edu, rcrhodes@uri.edu
mailto:david_leibovitz@uri.edu, rcrhodes@uri.edu
https://reservations.travelclick.com/13522?groupID=4664101
https://www.aginnovation-northeast.org/2025-northeast-joint-summer-session
https://www.aginnovation-northeast.org/2025-northeast-joint-summer-session
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/clean-energy
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/
https://www.umass.edu/environmental-conservation/
https://careers.umass.edu/en-us/job/526779/managing-director-clean-energy-extension-extension-associatefull-professor-afor
mailto:david_leibovitz@Uri.edu?subject=IDI%20National%20Debrief%20Connection%20Details
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/clean-energy
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/
https://www.umass.edu/environmental-conservation/
https://careers.umass.edu/en-us/job/526779/managing-director-clean-energy-extension-extension-associatefull-professor-afor
mailto:david_leibovitz@Uri.edu?subject=IDI%20National%20Debrief%20Connection%20Details


on April 16 at 4:00 PM ET.  David can provide you with the
connection details.

•    The New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage
Museum (NMFRHM) in Las Cruces, a division of the State of New
Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA), is looking to fill the
position of Executive Director with an exceptional individual who
has a deep understanding and passion for agriculture coupled with
relevant administrative experience.

•    Second time:  The University of Tennessee AgResearch will host
the inaugural Bioderived Materials and Chemicals in Circular
Bioeconomy Systems Conference at Dollywood's HeartSong
Conference Center in Pigeon Forge, TN, September 3-4, 2025.
 Please share this opportunity with your scientists.

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the agInnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources.  Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.
From the Archive:

•    The context:  We’re reminding the entire agInnovation Northeast
community that the association continues to offer “planning grants”,
funding opportunities for up to $10,000 for teams of scientists that
are looking for seed money that will enable the team to submit
large-scale grant proposal.  We feature the opportunity on
the agInnovation Northeast landing page.  Here’s the direct link to
the request for applications.

The Parting Shot:
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agInnovation Northeast’s finest: Anton Bekkerman hosting David
Leibovitz at the Macfarlane Research Greenhouses Open House,
April 12, 2025, University of New Hampshire (photo courtesy of

David Leibovitz).
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Executive Director, Dr. Richard C. Rhodes III:  (401) 874-2468
Coordinator, David Leibovitz:  (401) 874-4801

agInnovation Northeast and its member institutions are
committed to the principles of affirmative action, diversity, and
inclusion.
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