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Presidents’ Day provides a moment to reflect on public service and
the responsibilities entrusted to those who lead.  For those of us in
the Land-grant system, leadership is measured not by titles, but by
impact, in classrooms that prepare the next generation, in research
that solves society’s contemporary challenges, in Extension that
strengthens communities, and in partnerships that build resilience
and strength.  Today is a useful reminder to ask how well we are
listening and how effectively we are serving.  Lincoln captured this
responsibility clearly: 

“The legitimate object of government, is to do for a community of
people, whatever they need to have done, but cannot do, at all, or
cannot, so well do, for themselves, in their separate, and individual
capacities.”

– Abraham Lincoln (1854) from "Abraham Lincoln, Fragment on
Government, circa July 1, 1854”, House Divided: The Civil War
Research Engine at Dickinson College, https://
hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/node/40487.

Action items:
•   Save the date: agInnovation (the Section) will be meeting by
zoom on March 2 at 4:00 PM ET.  Connection details and an
agenda will be emailed to you before the meeting.  

 •   If you plan on attending our agInnovation Northeast Soring
Meeting at Cornell AgriTech (Geneva, NY), March 16-18 please
check out our meeting page.  There you’ll find links to registration



for the meeting (no cost to you, we’re tracking attendees), hotel
booking details (the Holiday Inn Express room block closes on
February 27), and the most recent version of a draft agenda.  You’ll
see a number of suggestions for prospective work sessions.  We’re
seeking presenters for those sessions.  Any takers?  Alternatively, if
you have an idea for a work session that would benefit your
colleagues, we’d love to hear your idea.     

•   We've asked each station to submit two research descriptions,
one on a mature research project and the other on a new project for
a semiannual publication, agInnovation Northeast: Impacts.  Those
descriptions are trickling in, thanks!  If you haven’t sent you
descriptions there’s still time.  We’ve posted the request on the
agInnovation Northeast website, check it out!    

•   We've posted to our website, the agInnovation Northeast
comments to NIFA on the topic of the Research Facilities Act
Program.  You’ll see that these comments are consistent with those
submitted by the Budget and Legislative Committee and provide a
regional-centric view.  (The formatting on the document follows the
requirements of NIFA.)    

•   We've cancelled the agInnovation Northeast Zoom meeting on
February 26, a reflection of the directors meeting in March.  Use
your found hour wisely!  

•   For your graduate students and postdocs, hold the date:  An
agInnovation Northeast team is planning the first Graduate Student/
Post-Doc Forum at Rutgers University, May 26-28.  A save the date
description is posted to the website.  Check it out!   

Reminders/Updates:
•    For those of you that are attending the CARET/BAA Washington
Conference on February 22-25, Marcus Glassman (Executive
Director-CARET) has shared that all materials for the meeting and
the “know before you go” email will be sent midweek this week. 
Stay tuned!  

•    Farm Bill update:  House Committee on Agriculture Chairman
Thompson issued a press release last Friday sharing that the mark
up on a new farm bill will start on February 23.  The press release
also includes the full text of the bill as well as a summary on each
of the titles.  From our perspective, Title VII: Research, Extension,
and Related Matters is the big one.    

•    Our interest in the Northeast Computational Research Initiative



continues!  We’re seeking prospective members for an initial
leadership group to initiate defining priorities and strategies.  If this
opportunity interests you please contact Rick and David.    

•    Calling all directors and administrative advisers!  agInnovation
has released the calls for nominations for Agricultural Research
Innovation Awards of Excellence (includes Early, Mid-Career, and
Life-Time Career researchers) and Excellence in Multistate
Research (multistate research projects).  Nominations for multistate
research projects are due in our office on February 28 while
nominations for researcher awards are due on March 15.  Any
questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to David and Rick.

•    Save the dates:

agInnovation Northeast Spring Meeting, Geneva, NY, March
16-18, 2026 (hosted by Cornell AgriTech)
Joint Summer Session (agInnovation Northeast and NEED),
Shelburne, VT, June 1-3, 2026 (hosted by the University of
Vermont)
agInnovation Annual Meeting, Grand Junction, CO, September
21-25, 2026 (hosted by Colorado State University)

•    agInnovation Northeast virtual meeting dates (2026, all begin at
8:00 AM)

February 26, April 16, May 21, July 16, August 20, October 15,
November 19, December 17 (agInnovation Northeast Winter
Meeting)

Informational items:  
•    The National Academies have just released a new report titled
“PFAS in Agricultural Systems: Guidance for Conservation
Programs at USDA”.  The report examines PFAS transport in
agricultural landscapes and identifies opportunities and constraints
facing USDA’s voluntary, nonregulatory conservation programs. 
Importantly, the report identifies future research needs, a topic that
we know is of interest to the Northeast.

•    The forever green reminder: In past newsletters, we’ve made a
pitch for “station” photos for both the agInnovation Northeast
website and The Parting Shot.  We encourage you to share shots
from your libraries as well as other image sources.  Please forward
pictures to us with a caption and a photo credit.

From the Archive:
•    This week we’re highlighting the agInnovation Northeast Key



Correspondence Archive on the website.  There are a number of
gems there including the input that we provided to NIFA on the
Research Facilities Act Program (and profiled mentioned in this
week’s Action Items).  Check it out!

The Parting Shot:



“It’s alive; bioreactor growing mycelium at the University of
Massachusetts” (Photo: from the labs of Lutz Grossman and Jiakai
Lu, courtesy of Bill Miller).  Editor’s note: This is a photo that you’ll

see again in the agInnovation Northeast: Impacts report



advertised in this week’s Action Items.
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